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by force, or by consent? Do we truly desire that
the people of India should govern themselves ?
With war and peace literally hanging in the
balance in Europe we cannot afford to make any
mistake on this point which is so clearly our own
concern. We have to be honest about our own
motives. For India's population numbers one-sixth
of the whole human race. India also retains, down
all the centuries, an amazing fertility of original
thought which might help, more than we can
estimate, towards the intellectual and spiritual wel-
fare of mankind. British rule may either help or
hinder her peculiar contribution. Thus, while
attempting to solve the problem of world peace, we
must either carry with us India's goodwill, or else
bear the heavy burden of her hostility; and at such
a searching time as this we cannot afford to go
about with an uneasy conscience. Nor can we allow
the finger of scorn to be pointed at us, as those who
make professions without practice.
Some of the immediate problems that perplex us
may be illustrated by putting forward certain
questions, not at all easy to answer.
Over there, on the North-West Frontier of India,
among the border tribes, are we still retaining the
old war mentality in the things we undertake?
Ought we to continue our present practice of air
bombing the villages and thus incur the danger of
setting a precedent for other wars m the future?
Should we over-ride the strongest Indian opposition
to this practice?